Downtown Squamish
Neighborhood Context Analysis
1

2

3

4

2
1

The District of Squamish is located on the south coast of BC,
about 60 km north of Vancouver. It is a town of 20,000 people
and is known as the ‘Outdoor Recreation Capital of Canada.’
This analysis shows the context in which the selected design
intervention site exists. The site is indicated by the red circle.
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Figure Ground Analysis
Shows the built environment and the
relationship between negative and positive
space. It is evident that the block along the
waterfront has potential for development
that would connect the community to the
waterfront. This is a fundamental reason for
selecting my intervention site on this block.

View Analysis
This is a flat site with 360 degree, fish bowl
views of dramatic, snow capped mountains.
The eastward view faces the ocean, and
westward views face forest and esturary land.

Environmental Analysis
Illustrates the summer and winter sun
paths, as well as the wind direction. This site
experiences strong winds, coming off of the
Howe Sound, year round.

Ecological Analysis
This site exists amidst critical habitat and
valuable ecological features including the
Squamish estuary, which is rich in biodiversity,
a young forest stand, and edges along the
oceanfront.
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Policy Analysis: Zoning
The selected site for the design intervention is
currently zoned for comprehensive development;
therefore, a rezoning will not be required for the
proposed development.

Policy Analysis: Current Land-Use
The selected site for the design intervention currently
exists among previously zoned industrial sites; however
new zoning and development trends show promise for
a vibrant, oceanfront mixed-use community.

Policy Analysis: Development Permit Area
The selected site for the design intervention exists in
the Mamquam Blind Channel Development Permit Area.
The DPA outlines a vision and guiding development
principles for the area, including mixed-use, mediumdensity, waterfront connecting uses.

Squamish= the 6th

fastest growing
Canadian community

Average neighborhood
density: 9.1

units/acre

Density Analysis
Displays the residential density in the neighborhood.
Downtown Squamish is increasingly densifying with the
influx of new residents and new mid-density developments.

Alternative Transportation Circulation Analysis
Currently, sidewalks do not exist along Loggers Ln., the
street where the intervention is proposed; therefore,
constructing a sidewalk will be a priority with the
development of the site. It is a short walk from the site to
the bus route on Cleveland Ave. The waterfront greenway
intervention will be adding an additional alternative
transportation route for pedestrians and cyclists.

Roads Circulation Analysis
Loggers Ln., currently services many large trucks, as this is
the primary route through town to the industrial sites. This
will become less of a problem with the mixed-use, residential
developments that are replacing industrial sites.
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Design Intervention

This parti graphic displays the location and connection of
the building and park intervention relative to the immediate
surroundings. The building is located between a mediumdensity residential building and an industrial site, that will
eventually become a mixed-use devlopment, similar to this
proposed intervention. The proposed greenway will set the
precedent for the waterfront public realm, and will eventually
expand along the waterfront with future development.

The design intervention location is proposed for a parcel at the corner
of Loggers Lane and Victoria Street. This analysis conveys the design
intervention program, including a public greenspace amenity and a
mid-rise mixed use building.

Public Greenspace Amenity: Waterfront Greenway

One of the most notable features of this property is its waterfront location. Historically,
the waterfront has been used for industrial purposes and has thus been closed off to the
public; however, as envisioned in the OCP, this waterfront corridor has the potential to
create a significant public realm along the water’s edge. Along with the development of
the building, a greenway along the waterfront will be implemented in order to activate
the waterfront for public benefit. This greenway will provide an opportunity to create
an active transportation network with pedestrian and cycling lanes and to improve
public access to the waterfront and the stunning mountainous views. This greenway
is located in the opportune location for future expansion to connect to the Newport
community development south of the site, and to connect to the future bridge to
highway 99, which is proposed just north of the site.

Mixed Use Building Intervention

The proposed development is a four-storey, 30 residential
unit, mixed use building with the bottom floor designated
for commercial use, and the above three floors designated
as residential.

The building will be designed to complement the
spectacular environmental assets that surround the site.
The building will boast a sleek, modern design with colours
that fit the west coast aesthetic with slate greys, cedar
wood, stone, and greenery surrounding the building.

The bottom commercial floor in this development will be
the first non-industrial business to exist on Loggers Lane,
which will help to draw people to the waterfront and
aid in the creation of a complete and connected, new
waterfront community.
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