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As can be seen on the circulation
analysis, the grid pattern creates
many access points (18) into the
neighbourhood. In addition, public
parking lots are located towards the
perimeter of the neighbourhood.
Both of these work to ease congestion
and increase traffic flow. There are
helpful components for non-drivers
as well. For pedestrians, a majority of
blocks are surrounded by sidewalks

  
 


 

 

 



   





 

 


  
 





 

  



















  

on all sides − many even have a grass
partition separating the
sidewalk from the road. Further, while not
 necessarily expansive,
the 1.2 kilometres of bike lanes (painted
on, not separated)
   
is significant for a city like Nanaimo. For transit users, there
are nine transit stops that are serviced
by nine
bus

 different
  

routes. In addition, there is a Modo car-share
parking spot in
the neighbourhood, located at Fitzwilliam
Street and Selby
   
 existence of a bike
Street. All in all, the prevalence of sidewalks,
route, service by transit, and presence
a 
carshare
 of
 
 program
help residents of this neighbourhood
thrive without a private
    
vehicle.












 





 

   


The density of the neighbourhood a weakness

given the plethora of single
family dwellings, but at

the same time it shows the promise of mid-density
low-rise apartment buildings. The neighbourhood
does not feature any towers or high-rise buildings

(there is one 5-storey building
directly on Comox

Road, and many 3-storey buildings throughout) yet
just 5% of all buildings are able to house 49.9% of
residents - more than any other type.

      

   

     

    










  


   

  


   

   

   








 

 

    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

Character

The zoning of the Old City Quarter
neighbourhood is about half
R1b which is specifically singlefamily housing. However, most
of the other zones do still allow
for the construction of single
family houing. The residential
part of the development plot is
zoned appropriately, however,
as the DT3 zone provides for
residential and commercial uses
with retail at the street level. The
public space will be partially
in this zone too, and partially
in the DT2 zone, which allows
for infill development that is
compatible with the existing
heritage character.

  

 





  

   
 
 

 










The neighbourhood features many historic homes − some over 100 years old − which have largely been verywell maintained. In addition, some have been converted into commercial businesses, like the Milton Street Public
House (247 Milton St.) which allow the public a glimpse inside these homes. With respect to apartment buildings,
they are either straight from the 1970s or have been built within the past ten years. Aside from the structures and
buildings, the sidewalks and roads are clean and maintained, as are many of the residents’ yards. Cumulatively, these
strengths work to create a highly livable, enjoyable, and usable neighbourhood for both residents and visitors. The
neighbourhood is relatively calm, but not dead, and feels safe and open.

Old City Quarter
Fitzwilliam Village & the Hub City Plaza
Dylan Thiessen
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Fitzwilliam Village is a three-storey residential apartment building that
includes some commercial space on the ground floor. The building will
include a mix of market and affordable housing, and suites that have one,
two, and three bedrooms, as well as a bookable indoor amenity room.
The building wraps around its own plaza, small field, and community
garden, available for use only by residents of Fitzwilliam Village.
The back part of the 400 Fitzwilliam parcel was selected as the
building’s location because of its proximity to other similarly sized
residential and commercial buildings, as well as for the fact that it was
empty and already mostly level. At the edge of the neighbourhood,
it is also close to multiple car-share locations and many transit stops,
and is well connected to the Old City Quarter and the Arts District.
In addition, the parcel drops down about five feet to meet Wallace
Street, allowing the entrance to the underground parkade to be
built with minimal disruption to the parcel and surrounding streets.
As for the community space, it is as diverse as they come. Featuring
small and highly flexible commercial and retail spaces, a playground,
green space, plaza, and many seating options, the Hub City Plaza is a
pedestrian destination not to be missed. It meets Fitzwilliam Street - the
heart of Nanaimo’s Old City Quarter - by way of a grand staircase, but
has entrances all ages and abilities entrances along Wentworth Street
and Richards Street as well. The trees and small shops will prevent the
large parking lot from dominating the landscape almost entirely, and
the City is in discussions with Telus currently to see if the large and very
bland utilities building could be fitted with a mural.
The city is excited about a project like this that is expected to help create
and maintain a deep sense of community within one of Nanaimo’s most
historic neighbourhoods.

