Design Intervention

North Point Douglas
Winnipeg, MB

A 3-storey gabled roof, townhouse/apartment buidling will be designed in the heart of the community. 5 parcels of land will be bought and consolidated - 3 of the 5 parcels are vacant,
while two of them are of old and deteriorating housing stock. It will be situated along a secondary route that runs through the neighbourhood, with access to transit and next door to
a public greenspace. Located rear to the buildling, considering the sun path will be a communal garden and playground for the residents. Parking and a weather proof and secure bike
structure will also be located at the rear of the building. There are many amenities within walking distance of the design intervention, such as a women’s centre, a community centre, an
elementary school, a daycare, a community church, a corner store and several parks. Along the street on the north corner will be a commercial space, ideally a cafe with large windows
and a corner store front. This wil be an ideal location along the busiest and most walkable street in the neighbourhood. The sidewalk is 5m wide, enough room to animate the street
with a patio.
Michelle Jean Park is a dynamic and well used park in North Point Douglas. Due to the significant amount of greenspace in the neighbourhood, there is no need to add greenspace, but
rather to enhance it. The City park boasts an outdoor community wood-fired oven, owned and operated by the North Point Douglas Women’s Centre. Residents are encourged to be
trained and use the oven. It is often a gathering spot for many. There is a lack of seating and protected space, a large picnic shelter will be built incorporating the outdoor oven, adding
counter and prep space as well as a significant amounth of picnic tables.
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Density Analysis

Figure Ground
Analysis

North Point Douglas, one of the oldest neighbourhoods
in Winnipeg, is located a twenty minute walk from
the downtown. It is a unique neighbourhood that
has prominent borders. The historic Red River to the
northeast, the railway tracks to the south and Main Street
to the west.
The Forks, a meeting place for centuries, is a ten minute
bike ride, south, along the Red River.

Figure Ground Analysis
A significant component of the buildings in North Point Douglas
are single family houses. The neighbourhood follows somewhat
of a grid pattern, however it was built in context to the Red
River, therefore a fan like design exists coming from the water.
Large industrial buildings and warehouses are situated near and
along the railway tracks.
Parallel to Main Street that runs northsouth along the west side
of the neighbourhood, are mostly commercial buildlings with
one large apartment complex.

Density Analysis
North Point Douglas is a fairly low density neighbourhood.
A number of the homes are divided up into rooming houses
and duplexes, which have an effect on the density. There is
one large apartment along main street, and a couple of small
apartment buildlings that enhance the density. Northwest in
the neighbourhood is a senior care facility that also enhances
the density.
Circulation Analysis

Circulation Analysis

There are multi-modal
transportation opportunites in
North Point Douglas. Over 10
transit lines run northsouth along
Main Street, as well as 2 feeder
routes that run through the
neighbourhood.
A well connected city-wide cycling
path is established through the
community that travels northsouth,
as well as east over an active
transportation bridge.
For a pedestrian, it is difficult to
access the neighbourhood by foot,
due to the railway tracks to the
south.
Significant arterial routes are
accessed by one main secondary
route that travels through the
community.
Three bridges cross the Red
River and run through North
Point Douglas, because they are
connected to significant routes
in the city, there is an increase
in traffic, that cut through the
neighbourhood at peak hours.
All neighbourhood roads have
sidewalks. The main secondary
road has wide sidewalks, that have
the potential to be more animated.

Character Analysis

Land Use and Policy Analysis
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Character Analysis

North Point Douglas is considered a Mature Community, that has a classic grid pattern
with back lanes, and a variety of housing stock. Due to its recognition as a Mature
Community, the city identifies some reinvestment areas. A large number of the
buildings are detriorating which has resulted in lack of quality housing. There are also
lack of services accessible to the residents, such as banking services and grocery stores.
Future challenges are to increase housing choice and conserve aged buildings.

The character of the housing and building stock range significantly, most of it being built
before the 1960s, and most likely much earlier than that. It is predominantly 2-storey singlefamily homes with gabled roofs. The street the furthest to the east was entirely rebuilt in the
1990s with Habitat for Humanity homes. There have also been efforts by Manitoba Housing in
the last several decades to invest in infill public housing units and apartment buildlings.

This is a unique neighbourhood because of its mix of land use. Manufacturing and
industry exist along the tracks. There is a mix of commercial uses, mainly along Main
Street. It is mostly single-family residential with some areas zoned multi-family.
There is a significant amount of public greenspace, especially along the Red River.

Along the railway tracks to the south are old brick industrial buildings, most of them are
utilised, although a couple are vacant and deteriorating.
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